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Dear Parents,

OU,/‘ Sfd,?[?[ (,U@ZCO/?’L@S QCLC/L 07[ yOU, CZ,/’LCZ lOO/éS fO/‘LUC?,f‘CZ fO (,UOf‘/é(;/’Lg

with you and your child this year.

This handbook is your guéde to the poldcdes and /orocedu/"es that
ciéreczflg attect your child. FPlease keep it /LCZ,/’LC{y and refer to it
often during the school year.

Our /oresc/wo[ program s carefu,lly /olamwd to /Lelp your child
cieve[olo skills and to /orovéde experiences which will /Le[/o him or her
learn and. grow physéca[@, m,emfally, s/oérézfuallg, em,ozfdon,ally and
socéa[[y.

Fach child (s welcomed bg a teacher with love and accepzfance
and /orovécied essential classroom op/oorzfun,ézfées for self—
expression, learning responsibility, learning to work and play

with others, and seedng school life as ajoyous and /La/opy expem’ence.

Thank you for gévdng us the op/oorfu,ndff/ to work with and love
your child. Togef/zer we can open the doors to a rewarc{dng

presc/uoo[ expem’en,oe.

S(L/’Lcerelg,

Dawn Fowell

Preschool Director



SCHOOL PHILOSOPHY

o \We believe that ecach child is a unique individual with
sloecéal géffs, talents and abilities. Fach child (s treated as

such.

o e believe a sound program of earlg childhood education
should focus on the whole child. No one area of
development—spiritual, social, emotional, physical, or

intellectual—should be em,/o/‘oasézed to the exclusion of any
other.

o \ Ve see all children as worthy individuals oapab[e of swccess,
and we strive to instill in all children a positive self—image

and confidence in their own abilities.

o Ve believe that Zearm;ng LS a sequenf&a[ process and that
each child grows and cieve[o/os at this or her own rate.
Positive reinforcement is glven i(n response to children's
attempts to master age appropriate skills. Children learn by
doing. VWhen provided a variety of materials appropriate for
the level of develo/omen,zf, each child will learn necessary

skills at his or her own pace.

o \/\/@ b@[(;@\/@ ll,//'bdlé zf/w SC/’LOOZ CL/’LCZ /LO/TL@ /7’2,1,1,8(1, LUO/“/é ng@?f%L@/’.

We encourage /oa,remfa[ interest and parf&cépaf&on in owr

/orogram.

o e believe that children have a natural oumﬁosézfy and desire
to learn and that our feac/ulng should capitalize on these
characteristics. A solid foundation in the early years (s basic

to future success in Zearmimg.

o e believe that a teacher should instill in children a desire

for learmlmg, encouragéng them to become an{epemc{emf
learners. Ouwr teachers are enthusiastic, su/o/oorzféve, Zovdng, and

understanding.



STAFF AND PRESCHOOL COMMITTEE

A Freschool Committee appointed by the Administrative Board of

the First United Methodist Church of Thomson governs [~irst
Methodist Preschool. The committee consists of the followdng

membe/‘s.'

Chacirperson

Members.

[ reasurer:

/DG,SZ%O/“S.'

Director

Charlotte Derry

Liz Brunner

Amy McCord
Bubba Swan
Caroline VWells

Ellen Alfriend

\/O%L/’L BdeLQS

Beverly Casstevens

Dawm /DO(,UQZZ

(706) 595-0/56

(706) 595-7467

(706) 595-8685

(706) 595-885/

(706) 556-6588

(706) 595-50%3

(706) 595-1627
(706) 595-1969

(706) 595-4766



Tonia Young

Lowise Graham

Anita Greer

Rose /Délgrém,

Paige Hyman

IWO YEAR OLD TEACHER

(706) 595-9957 2990 Whiteoak Road
[homson, GA 30824

[HREE YEAR OLD TEACHERS

(706) 595-6409
3075 Roy Reeves Rd, SV
Thomson, GA 30824
(708) 595-1088 689 Howard Road
Thomson, GA 30824

(706) 595-506 1
2088 Thornwood Drive
Thomson, GA 30824

FoUuRr YEAR OLD TEACHER

(706) 595-50/9 2896 Indian Cove
Thomson, GA 30824



SCHOOL CALENDAR

We will follow the McDuffie Coumfg School calendar with the
exce/ozféorz, of opening and closéng dates. Snow ciags will NOT be

made up.
Open House
first Day of Preschool
Labor Day No Preschool

Fall /—/olddag

Halloween Party
Thanksgiving Feast
T/Lan/ésgdvdng /—/Oldciags
Christmas Program
Christmas Party
Christmas Holiday Begins
Preschool Resumes

MLK /—/olédag
Valentine Parfg

No Preschool

No Preschool
Registration for /0—// Begins

Winter Holiday

Easter FParty

Spring Holiday

Dad's Day

Water Day

Mom's Day Brunch

Last Day of School

/Qecog/u'idon /D/"og/"am,

President's Dag

August |7/
August 18
September /
October 12
October 29
Novem ber 2%
Novermber 25-2/
December /0
December |/
December |8

January 5
January /&

February //

february 15
february 22
March |2
April |
April 5-9
April 20
April 29
May 6

May /3
May /3



[HINGS TO BRING

/.BOO/@S F@Zdi(:/’bg fO ({/Le weeé[y or momfh[g f/'ceme. B@ sure Zé/L@S@

are labeled with your child's name.

2. Flowers, nature O/JJ'eczfs and articles /oe/“zfaémlng to the current

unit of séudg.
3.Child—sized dress—up clothes.

4. Donations of books, Zea/"n,én,g su/o/o[des and fogs that are in

gooc{ condition or new are welcomed and encouraged.

5. Pets can be broug/uf to show and tell, but on,ly with the
permission of the teacher. Flan to bring the pet for a few

minutes and take it home.

6. A LARGE BOOK BAG. Send a full—size book bag with your
child each day so that artwork and school work does not get

crumpled or c{am,aged when beéng sent home.

/. Parents of two year olds must send dc’apers, wd/oes, c{éaper

cream deCZ fU,ZZ Chdﬂg@ 07[ c[ofﬁes CZCLLZ\{/

[HINGS NOT TO BRING

/.DO /’LOf b/"b/’l,g zfogs léO SC/LOOZ. /DZQCZSQ b@ ObSQ/’VCZ/’Li CZ/’LCZ b@

C@/‘fd,(;/’l/ f/l,d,é SfTLCLZZ nyS, balloon,s, 8?50. CZO /’Z,OZé come fO SC/LOOZ

with your child.

2. Do not bm'n,g money or J'eu/elfy (/orezfen,cl or real).
3.Do not bring gum or candy.



ARRIVAL & DEPARTURE

Children should arrive at preschool between §:50 a.m. and 9.00

a.m. Please be on time. Only in emergencies are children
permitted to arrive before §:50 a.m. and advance permission must
be grcm,fecl. [he director will greef your child at the car each
morning at the covered entrance on Neal Street and walk your
child into the school. Please DO NOT allow your child in the
bu,élclén,g betore a teacher is on dufy. IF you arrive late, /olease
walk your child to his or her classroom and let the teacher

know your child has arrived.

Children are to be picked up promptly between /[ /:50 a.m. and
/2.00 p.m. FPick up your child at the covered entrance on Neal
Street. A teacher will walk your child to the car and put him or
her in the car seat. If it is necessary for you to /odcé your child
wp early, /olease mozféfg the teacher and/or director in advance.

Ear[y /oéc,é—u/o should be done at the child's classroom.
If someone other than the designated person(s) will pick up your

child, please send a note au,zf/‘aorézéng ws to release your child to

the specéﬁed individual.



ATTENDANCE

/Qegu[ar school attendance is Lm,/oorzfan,f. Your child will adjusf to
presc/wo[ and /oresc/wol routines easier. Your child's teacher will
be able to plan, implement and finish projects and activities

more effecfévely.

IF your child's absence is anidcépaied in advance, /olease send a

note siafén,g the dates and the reason. IF your child (s il /olease
call the preschool at (706) 595-0%07 and let wus know he or she

will be absent that clay.

IF your child's absence is due to a communicable disease, /olease

let the director and your child's teacher krnow this, as well as
the nature of the illness.

SNACKS

Please send a snack, spé[l—/oroof cup and rz,a/o,édn ecach day for
your child, wunless the teacher says otherwise, in a labeled lunch

box. The /oresc/wol /orovécles J'u,éce or water at snack time.

FPLEASE DO NOT SEND GUM OR CANDY FOR A SNACK.
PLEASE DO NOT SEND CHOCOLATE COVERED SNACKS.

ALLERGIES

It is very important that we have IN VVRITING a report of any
allergy your child may have. Please also indicate the severity of
the allergy and proper action to take if the child is ex/oosed to
the allergen.



MESSAGES

I the director is not in the office to answer the /O/Lone, please

leave your message on the answeréng machine.

If your child (s to ride home with someone other than the

person(s) you have c{eségnafec{, /olease send a note to the teacher
s/oecéfgémg the individual who will /oéc,é up your child.

[he director rouféme[y sends home messages, notices and
newsletters. Please check your child's book /Jag and folder each
day.

FIELD TRIPS

[hree and four year olds will have field fréps to variows /olaces of
interest in the surroam,ciéng area. On these days, please dress your
child in comfortable shoes and clothing appropriate to the

weather conditions (coats, hats, mittens when it is cold, etc)).

IF you are able to travel with uws, /olease Let your child's teacher

or the director know.

VEa you have a greaf idea for a field frdp, /olease let the director

/é/’LOLU.

Two year olds do not attend tield zfrdps.



SPECIAL DAYS

Bérf/z,days

Fach child will receive recognéféon on his or her /Jérfhday.
You may send cupcaées or cooklies, Judce and n,a/oédns for
snack time. Please let the teacher know one week in advance

% you intend to send a specéal shack on your child's

bérihdag.

/Dd,l"lé\l)/ IfLVl:Zédf(:O/’LS.' /DZQCZSQ remember L,Uhel’l, S@/’Ld(:/’l,g d/’Lg ?fy/OQ 07[‘

/oarfy invitations, via your child's preschool teacher, you

MUST send one for each child in the class.
Holiday Parties

Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas, Valentine's and Easter
/oarzfées are celebrated on cleségnazfecl dags (see the school
calendar) by the preschool as a whole. A committee of
/oaremfs LS assdgnec{ to each /oarzfg and (s respomséble for
planning and implementing the party. Each parent will be

asszlgn,ed to one /oa/“zfy committee.



I1INESS

Please éeep your child home if you su,s/oeczf that he or she (s ill. A
child should be free of fever for at least 2% howrs before

returning to school

Via your child has a communicable disease to which other
students in the preschool may have been exposed, please notify the

director and the teacher of this /oossdbdlmfg as well as the nature
of the illness.

When a student becomes ill at school, every effort will be made
to notify parents, guardians, or emergency contact persons. [he

child will be allowed to rest in the director's office until a
/"es/oonsdble parfg (s able to /Odc,é up him or her.

[/’L an eme/"gen,cg, 8\/8/”\(/ efforzf LULZ[ b@ m,ade fO CO/’L&CZCZ{ a /oa/"en,f,

guarc{éan, or emergency contact persor. In addition, emergency

assistance (91 1) will be called.

INSURANCE

Insurance (s the res/oonsébélézfg of the parents. \We are unable to

/orovécie this coverage at a reasonable rate.

PICTURES

Individual and class pécfures are made in tfall and s/om'n,g.



CLOTHING

Children should wear comfortable, /oracfécal /olag clothes that are
washable. Children should wear clothes zf/wg can manage

themselves. Overalls are NOT easély managed bf/ preschool

children and should be avoided for school clothes. Absolufe[y NO
COWBOY BOO]S shall be worn to preschool.

Please label all clothes, coats, hats, back packs, etc. ALl white
S/’L@CL/é@f‘S ZOO/é a[éée ZEO fL,UO CZ,/’LCZ Zé/‘@@ f/ear O[C{S. DO /7,026 /“@[y on

them to be able to Lclen,sz{z/ their z%dngs.

Please dress your child appropriate to the weather conditions. Ve
will /olay outside most dags. Please send coats etc. when

indicated bg weather conditions.

Send one chcm,ge of clothes for warm weather and one for cold
weather. Label them with your child's name and place in a
gallon sized Z(L/o—locé /Jag also labeled with your child's name.
Please include underwear and socks. [hese will be stored /)y your
child's teacher for use if your child has an accident or needs to

C//‘LCZ,/'Lg@ CZO({/LQS 7[Of‘ some OZé/Ief‘ reasor.

IF your child (s sent home in his or her change of clothes, /olease

send a rep[acememf set the fo[[owéng dag (labeled and in Zép—
lock bag).



[EACHER CONFERENCES

[he /oresc/wol does not schedule official paremf—feac/‘cer
conterences. However, /oa/"enfs may requesf to schedule a conference
with their child's teacher. You may choose to meet face to face in

({//‘08 C[dSSFOO/TL or fO /Ld\/e a fe[e/o/wn,e CO&f@f‘@/’LC@.

Via you would like to have a conference with the director, /oéease
contact the preschool office at (/O&) 595-0%0/ or the at the
director's home at (/0&) 595-4/66.

Please do not wse c{rop—off and /oéc,é—u,/o times as op/oorzfu,rz,ézfées to
discuss your child's progress or Lssues with the teacher. A[zf/wugh
teachers are often able to give a few czuécé comments, zf/wy are
unable to discuss your child in cle/ozf/‘b. Du,m'ng these times, the
teacher must glve their attention to the needs of many children

and are unable to gd\/e you the undivided attention you deserve.
DISCIPLINE

In the case of bad behavior, the "Time Out System” shall be
melem,en,fecl. [F the behavior persésfs, the child will be asked to
sit with the director in hislher office. (At this time, the director
will talk to the child about their conduct) In such cases of
chronic ddscép[&na/y problem,s, /Oaf‘erz,fs are ex/oeczfecl to attend a

conterence with the child's teacher and director. (Adcﬁiéona[(y,
paremfs may be invited to observe in the child's classroom.) \VVith

your permission, we will arrange for an evaluation of your child
by a qualified instructor from the IMcDuffie County School
Sysfem,. Thmugh /oaremfa[ involverment, we will work zfogezf/wr to
help improve and enhance the child's behavior. In situations of

extreme misconduct (threats to others safefy, health, etc), the
child may be withdrawn from the presc/aoo[ program.



REGISTRATION

A regésfrazfdon fee of $/00.00 is due at time of a/o/oldcafdon and

(s non—refundable. /Qegdséraféon, fees are wsed tor school su/o/oldes.

/Qegészfrazfdon for the followdng school year /Jegdn,s in March (see
school calendar for exact dates). First /om'om'zfy for acce/ozfance LS
gé\/en to church members, current students, and séblén,gs of
current students. After consideration of these appldcafc’ons,

acce/ozfa/’we is First come first served.

\/\/aélemg lists are maintained for all age groups and used to Fill

openings that may occur before or during the school year.

CLASS ASSIGNMENTS

Parents may make teacher reczuesfs at time of application. [he
director, however, has the final decision as to whether a reczu,esf
will be honored. The director also retains the /“Lg/Li to move a

child to another class for the benefit of the child and/or other

students, even after class asségnmemfs have been made.



[TUITION & FEES

You may pay your child's tuition in one of two ways:
/. Personal Check
2. Momey Order (Sorry, we cannot acce/ozf cash.)

[wition (s due on the first of each month. /Daymen,é (s considered
delinguent after the 10" of each month. At Open House, each
child will be gévem a pagmenf booklet tor the year. Please include

the /oagm,enf stub with your tuition. Make checks pagable to
FUMC Preschool and WRITE OUR CHILD'S NAME IN THE
MEMO SECTION AT THE BOTTOM OF YOUR CHECK.

[wition rates for FUMC Preschool are as follows:

Class Monthly — Yearly
Two Year Olds: $50.00 $720.00
Three Year Olds: $50.00 $720.00
Four Year Olds: $/2500  $//2500

Tuition /oagm,enfs received after the /Of/L of the month are subjeof
to a $/0 late fee. An additional $/0 late fee will be applied
each week until /oaéd in full. It an account becomes de[én,czu,en,zf
(two months /oaszf due), the child will be subjecf to removal from

ouwr /orogram,.

Full twition is padd for the month of Augusf, but none is /oaéci for
the month of May. The first tuition payment is due the first day
of preschool. [he last tuition payment is due April /%t

IF you /olan to withdraw your child, a conference with the
director and the teacher (s recgu,éred. In addition, 30 clays notice
or an additional tuition /oagmemf LS requéred. [here are no

deductions or refunds due to absenteeism.



Two Year Old Class
VWil Brac{c{y /026
(/Qcm,dy & Michelle)

Sam Dozier 12]12
(Dick & Erin)

/Deyfon, Fdwards 615
(Josh & Carrie)

Laney Harbeson 4179
(Lawton & Rindi)

Makenzie Mauldin 5/3/
(Marc & Michelle)

Asa S/oar,és 5/3
(Robert & Elizabeth)

Mason Thigpen 2/28
(Macy & Hope)

Annabelle Williams 2/20
(Hank & Anna)

Miss Anita's Class

Fmma Kate Alfriend 11]15

(Jamie & Sarah)

[eah Ashe |2]/29
(Brf/an & Michelle)

Chase Calhoun 6/9
Mike & Mandy)

Tanner Chalker 9/9
(Brad & /(ag)

Hollis Evans | 1/28
(Coxy & Marie)

Hannah Garner 3/ 1/
(Michael & Shawna)

[race love %]/ /
(Thomas & Jennifer)

Jessica Morlan 12/5
(Jessie & Bec,éy)



Miss Louwise's Class
/\/ez;lly Dozier 10/ 19
(Dick & Erin)

Jake Fulmer 10]17
(Neal & /Ce[ly)

Isabelle Gilmer 1]/
(Ga/y & Victoria)

Iristan Gray /0] 18
(Brooke)

Sara Rodgers /128
(Jeft & Camille)

Josiah Sparés 417
(Robert & Elizabeth)

Grasyn Whiddon /7
(Bryce & Susan)

Jordan Williamson 10/12
(\/ose/o/z & Kia)

Miss Rose's Class
/leeg Brooke Adams 12/19
(Lar/y & Lisa)

Gracie Baéleg / 2/ 30
(Tom,m,y & Alice)

Hayden Conner 4126
(Eric & Melissa)

Callie Ann Corbitt 11/3
(Scott & /Deggg)

Carson Eubank /2%
(Robbie & Jessica)

Halyn Fulmer 3//0
(Calvin & Julie)

Landon Harper 5/25
(Don & Marron)

MacKenzee Sparbel /113
(Donnie & Penny Reese)



Four Year Olds

Mercer Bradciy /126
(/Qan,dy & Michelle)

C/Lm'sfopher Carter 3/2
(Charles & Julia)

Amber Clark 9/5
(Randel Clark, Carla
Williamson)

Amelia Fulbright /022
(Lawson Fulbright, Marinda
Fuller)

Sara Hall 10/3/
(Darrel & Amanda)

Slade Houwse |1/22
(Matt & Olyvéa)

/—/aley /—/u[gan aet
(Marie)

Brenna Itz

(JCLSO/L & Heaé/w/“)

Avery Shields 2/28
(GM. & Cynthia)

Caelen ngder
(Robert & Shanda)






