Learning Styles

Are we teaching all God’s children?

The Verbal Learner

Enjoys using language, both written and spoken. Verbal learner favorite activities include:

· Reading, writing, and telling stories 

· Writing poems and litanies 

· Completing sentences 

· Memorizing names, dates, Bible verses, and trivia 

· Keeping a journal

Becomes frustrated without verbal stimulation and challenging concepts.

The Independent Learner

Enjoys private time to think. Independent learner favorite activities include:

· Prayer, meditation, and reflection 

· Focusing on inner feelings 

· Working independently 

· Identifying with character in story 

· Journaling 

· Research projects

Generally stay to themselves even when group activities are going on. Respect their private time, but encourage them to join into small groups.

The Physical Learner

Prefers to learn by manipulating objects. Physical learner favorite activities include:

· Physical activities 

· Crafts 

· Motions with songs, stories, and prayers 

· Touching objects 

· Dancing 

· Marching and waving streamers 

· Roleplaying and drama 

· Pantomime 

· Fingerplays

Too much sitting for too long can cause this child to tune out.

The Logical Learner

Is logical and precise; abstract thinker. Logical learner favorite activities include:

· Number and word puzzles 

· Experiments 

· Working with numbers and math 

· Problem-solving 

· Exploring patterns and relationships 

· Step-by-step explanations

Finds it difficult to function in arenas of confusion or chaos, unspecified goals.

The Social Learner

Learns best on a team. Social learner favorite activities include:

· Interviews 

· Discussion and dialogue 

· Asking and answering questions 

· Cooperative learning games 

· Brainstorming ideas 

· Working together in small groups 

· Parties and celebrations 

· Service projects

Is stifled by long periods of silent study.

The Visual Learner

Sees information in terms of colors, pictures, and symbols. Visual learner favorite activities include:

· Drawing and art activities 

· Designing and building models 

· Watching videos 

· Mazes 

· Maps, charts, posters, and timelines 

· Learning about symbols

Too much printed material and too much writing discourage learning. 

The Musical Learner

Enjoys being surrounded by sound when learning. Musical learner favorite activities include:

· Singing, humming, and listening to music 

· Writing songs 

· Making and playing musical instruments 

· Learning Bible verses set to music 

· Listening to and learning story-songs 

· Rapping 

· Writing new words to familiar tunes 

· Learning hymns 

· Rhythm

Lectures and long amounts of seatwork are boring to this learner.

Every person has the capacity to learn in many different ways. As we grow, we develop preferred ways of learning that are the most comfortable and the most effective. Teachers also have preferred learning styles! How do we teach all God’s children? Reach them by teaching in as many learning styles as possible. The variety of styles plus the repetition of learning reinforces the lesson so that children see, hear, and live God’s message in their daily lives.

